FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES - NOTES

1. Introduction

Fundamental Duties are moral obligations of every citizen to promote a spirit of
patriotism and uphold India’s unity.

Added by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, on the
recommendation of the Swaran Singh Committee.

Included in Part IVA of the Constitution.

Article 51A lists 11 Fundamental Duties.

2. List of Fundamental Duties (Article 51A)

Every citizen shall:
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Abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals, the National Flag and the
National Anthem.
Cherish and follow the noble ideals that inspired the national freedom
struggle.
Uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity, and integrity of India.
Defend the country and perform national service when required.
Promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood among all people
of India;

o Renounce practices that are derogatory to women.
Value and preserve the rich heritage of India’s composite culture.
Protect and improve the natural environment — forests, lakes, rivers, wildlife
— and have compassion for living creatures.
Develop scientific temper, humanism, and the spirit of inquiry and reform.
Safeguard public property and not use violence.

10. Strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity.
11. (Added by the 86th Amendment, 2002)

o Provide opportunities for education to children between 6-14 years and
o Ensure they attend school.

3. Characteristics of Fundamental Duties

Not directly enforceable by courts (not justiciable).

They are moral and civic obligations.

Parliament can make laws to enforce them (e.g., laws protecting flag &
environment).

Inspired by the USSR Constitution.

4. Importance of Fundamental Duties



Promote discipline and commitment among citizens.
Strengthen national unity and integrity.

Help balance rights and responsibilities.

Encourage environmental protection and national values.
Support democratic functioning and responsible citizenship.

5. Criticisms

Vague and difficult to understand.

Non-justiciable, so not legally enforceable.

Citizens are not sufficiently aware of them.

Government duties are ignored; only citizens are burdened.

6. Difference Between Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties.

Fundamental Rights Fundamental Duties
Guaranteed by Constitution Moral Obligations
Enforceable by courts Not enforceable by courts
Protect individual freedom Promote responsibility
Part Il Part IVA

7. Conclusion

Fundamental Duties remind citizens that while enjoying democratic rights, they must
also act responsibly toward society and the nation. Together with Rights and Directive
Principles, they form the moral backbone of the Constitution.
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