
 

NATIONAL SERVICE SCHEME (NSS) -  NOTES 
 
History and Growth of NSS 
 
Early Foundations (Pre-Independence) 
- Concept originated from Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of social responsibility for students 
- Gandhi emphasized students should prepare for dedication in service rather than intellectual 
luxury 
- Advocated for living contact with community and positive action to improve villagers' lives 
materially and morally 
 
Post-Independence Development (1950-1960s) 
- University Grants Commission (headed by Dr. Radhakrishnan) recommended voluntary 
national service in academic institutions 
- Goals: Develop healthy student-teacher contacts and establish campus-community 
linkages 
- Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) in January 1950 recommended voluntary manual 
work for students with teacher participation 
- First Five Year Plan (1952) stressed need for one year of social and labour service for 
students 
- Various schemes implemented: labour/social service camps, campus work projects, village 
apprenticeship schemes 
 
Evolution of National Service Concept 
- 1958: Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru proposed social service as prerequisite for graduation 
- Ministry of Education directed to formulate suitable scheme for national service in academic 
institutions 
- 1959: Draft outline placed before Education Minister's Conference - unanimous support 
received 
- National Service Committee appointed under Dr. C.D. Deshmukh's chairmanship (August 28, 
1959) 
 
Committee Recommendations and Challenges 
- Recommended 9 months to 1 year compulsory national service for high school graduates 
- Proposed components: military training, social service, manual labour, general education 
- Recommendations not accepted due to financial implications and implementation difficulties 
 
International Study and Further Development 
- 1960: Prof. K.G. Saiyidain studied national service schemes worldwide 
- Report titled "National Service for the Youth" submitted with recommendations for India 
- Suggested social service camps open to both students and non-students for better 
inter-relationship 
 
Education Commission and Policy Framework (1964-67) 
- Dr. D.S. Kothari-headed Education Commission (1964-66) recommended social service at 
all education stages 



 

- State Education Ministers (April 1967) recommended university students could join: 
  - National Cadet Corps (NCC) - voluntary basis 
  - National Service Scheme (NSS) - new alternative programme 
  - National Sports Organisation (NSO) - for promising sportsmen 
- Government policy declared work experience and national service as integral part of 
education 
 
Final Establishment (1969) 
- Vice Chancellors' Conference (September 1969) welcomed recommendations 
- Students' representatives conference (May 1969) unanimously supported NSS as 
instrument for national integration 
- Planning Commission sanctioned Rs. 5 crores for NSS during Fourth Five Year Plan 
- Official Launch: September 24, 1969 by Union Education Minister Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao 
- Started as pilot project in 37 universities across all states 
- Appropriately launched during Gandhi Centenary Year 
 
Financial Arrangements 
- Initial expenditure: Rs. 120/- per NSS student per annum 
- Cost-sharing ratio between Central and State Governments: 7:5 
  - Central Government: Rs. 70/- per student 
  - State Governments: Rs. 50/- per student 
- Under consideration for revision due to inflation 
 
Expansion and National Impact 
- Programme now extends to all states and universities 
- Covers +2 level in many states 
- Increased awareness among students, teachers, guardians, government authorities, and 
general public 
- Developed campus relevance to community needs 
- Special camping programmes organized with national themes 
 
Community Service Activities 
- Village adoption for intensive development work 
- Medico-social surveys and medical centres establishment 
- Mass immunization programmes 
- Sanitation drives 
- Adult education for weaker sections 
- Blood donation campaigns 
- Hospital patient assistance 
- Support for orphanage inmates and physically handicapped 
- Relief work during natural calamities (cyclones, floods, famine, earthquakes) 
- Campaigns for eradication of social evils 
- Promotion of nationalism, democracy, secularism, social harmony, scientific temper 
 
 
 



 

NSS BASIC CONCEPTS 
 
Overall Aim 
- Provide extension dimension to higher education system 
- Orient student youth to community service during education 
- Bridge gap between educated youth and village/slum masses 
- Prepare future administrators with awareness of community problems 
- Develop social conscience and provide opportunity to work with people 
 
Problem Being Addressed 
- College and +2 students tend to get alienated from village/slum masses (majority of 
population) 
- Educated youth often unaware or indifferent to community needs 
- Need to expose students to life realities and change their social perception 
 
 
OBJECTIVES OF NSS 
1. Community Understanding: Understand the community in which they work 
2. Self-Awareness: Understand themselves in relation to their community 
3. Problem Identification: Identify community needs and problems; involve in problem-solving 
process 
4. Social Responsibility: Develop sense of social and civic responsibility 
5. Practical Application: Utilize knowledge to find practical solutions to individual and 
community problems 
6. Group Skills: Develop competence for group living and sharing responsibilities 
7. Community Mobilization: Gain skills in mobilizing community participation 
8. Leadership Development: Acquire leadership qualities and democratic attitude 
9. Emergency Response: Develop capacity to meet emergencies and natural disasters 
10. National Integration: Practice national integration and social harmony 
 
 
NSS SYMBOLS AND IDENTITY 
The Motto: "NOT ME BUT YOU" 
- Reflects essence of democratic living 
- Upholds need for selfless service 
- Emphasizes appreciation of others' viewpoints 
- Shows consideration for fellow human beings 
- Individual welfare depends on society's welfare 
- To be demonstrated in day-to-day NSS programmes 
 
NSS Symbol 
- Based on 'Rath' wheel of Konark Sun Temple, Orissa 
- Giant wheels portray cycle of creation, preservation, and release 
- Signifies movement in life across time and space 
- Design depicts progressive cycle of life 
- Represents continuity and change 



 

- Implies continuous striving for social transformation and upliftment 
 
NSS Badge 
- Features embossed NSS symbol (Konark wheel) 
- Worn by volunteers during community service programmes 
- Eight bars represent 24 hours of the day 
- Reminds wearer to be ready for nation's service round the clock 
- Red colour: Indicates volunteers are lively, active, energetic, full of high spirit 
- Navy blue colour: Represents cosmos; NSS as tiny part ready to contribute for mankind's 
welfare 
 
NSS Day 
- Date: September 24 (celebrated annually) 
- Marks formal launch date in 1969 
- Celebrated during Father of the Nation's birth centenary year 
- Commemorated with appropriate programmes and activities 
 
 
NSS PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES 
Fundamental Purpose 
- Establish meaningful linkage between campus and community 
- Based on Mahatma Gandhi's recognition that national progress requires student youth 
working for village/community upliftment 
- Villages represent India where majority population lives 
- National reconstruction and resurgence requires proper sensitization and utilization of 
students and teachers 
 
Three Basic Components 
1. Student Youth 
2. Teachers 
3. Community 
 
Programme Philosophy 
- Cardinal principle: Programme organized by students themselves 
- Students and teachers gain sense of involvement through combined participation in social 
service 
- Students obtain work experience helpful for self-employment or organizational employment 
after university 
- Strengthens Indian society with particular emphasis on rural community 


